Two-Years Old and Still Growing: Karuk Community
Development Corporation Celebrates Its Second Year
hat would you do if your tribe
had an enrolled population base
of 2,500 and lived in a remote,
mountainous region of California,
where a formerly timber dependent
'Onomy had just collapsed? Answer:
trt an economic development corpoation. That's what the Karuk Tribe did
in 1994 when it chartered the Karuk
Community Development Corporation (KCDC) as an economic development organization separate and distinct
from the Tribal government.
The KCDC' s mission is to build diversified, sustainable economies by
creating new business ownership and
employment opportunities within the
Ancestral Territory of the Karuk Tribe,
specifically along the mid-region of the
Klamath River.

Utilizing money from Rural Development, the Forest Service, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and the Karuk Tribe, the
KCDC began with a staff of three: Executive Director Suzanne M. Burcell
(Karuk), Corporate Accountant Leila L.
Fuller, and Executive Assistant Karen
G. Derry. The, then fledgling corporation began pursuing three goals:
(1) Tribal enterprise development, (2) recruitment of new employers to the area
(including the prerequisite community
infrastructure development) and (3) creation of a small business development
center.
The first Tribal enterprise was acquired
on December 4, 1995 when the KCDC
took over Pence's Hardware. Now
known as the Karuk Building Center,
the new business has remodeled,

reorganized, and expanded. The Karuk
Building Center continues to meet the
needs of mid-Klamath River communities for high quality, competitively priced
hardware and building supplies, as well
as good customer service.
A second Tribal enterprise began in
February of 1996 when the Eagle Staff
Fund of First Nations Development Institute (a private Native American foundation and intermediary grantmaker)
awarded the KCDC a $30,000 start-up
Grant for the market testing phase and
development of Karuk Rustic Decor &
Furniture. The enterprise, initially, will
manufacture rustic decor and, eventually, rustic furniture.
Additionally, in partnership with the
Happy Camp Action Committee, the
KCDC also worked with the California
Conservation Corp (CCC) Del Norte
District, the Forest Service, the Karuk
Tribe, and the Siskiyou Training and
Employment Program (STEP) to help
initiate a Summer Youth Employment
Program. The program, which began in
the summer of 1995, helped pave the
way for the CCC'sAmeriCorps "Cadre
of Corps" program to include the midKlamath River region during
FY 1996-97. After two weeks of training in Klamath, the new complement of
AmeriCorps participants returned to
continued on page 2

These are samples of the Indian designed wall hangings made by the Karuk Rustic Decor and Furniture.

work in Happy Camp and the surrounding area on a variety of educational, human service, natural resource
conservation and public safety projects.
A unique aspect of the AmeriCorps
program is that Corps members will be
trained to assist local communities in
assessing their own needs for such services as tutoring, mentoring and construction or repair of needed facilities,
as well as traditional CCC work-trail
construction and maintenance, watershed restoration, firefighting, and flood
control.
Another project which stands tall in
the KCDC's growing list of accomplishments is the addition of the Tribal
Business Information Center (T-BIC).
One of only two such centers in California, the Karuk CDC houses the
northern T-BIC, with the other being located near the Torres-Martinez Reservation in Palm Springs. The siting of
the northern T-BIC in the offices of the
KCDC was based upon its previously
developed plan to establish a Small
Business Development Center to offer
existing and prospective business owners training in entrepreneurship and
business management, one-on-one
technical assistance in business planning, a library of business information
resources, and access to essential computer equipment and software programs. The T-BIC's are a partnership
between Tribes, the Bureau of Indian
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Affairs (BIA) and the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA).
Today the Karuk Community Development Corporation is busier than
ever. With the addition of Business
Development Specialist Thomas E.
Waddell, as well as several seasonal
fisheries enhancement personnel, the

KCDC continues to pursue any opportunity which will enhance the lives of the
people in the mid-Klamath regionTribal and non-Tribal, alike. As Executive
Director Burcell says, "the most rewarding aspect of the work has been the teambuilding, both within the corporation and
extending into the larger community."

pring 1997 meant more than just
another semester of classes. To
the Indian, academic, and nonacademic communities of this area, it
meant a semester which was filled with
a wide variety of cultural activities. To
the Indian and academic programs at
Humboldt State University (HSU), it
meant a lot of rewarding work.
Along with HSU's annual Pow-Wow
and the annual American Indian College Motivation Day held at HSU,
spring 1997 saw renowned Indian authors and culturally sensitive producrs strengthen their commitment to Inian issues through their individual
works and their individual visits to the
north coast area.
Dr. Jim Barnes (Choctaw), who was
invited by HSU's Indian Natural Resources, Sciences, and Engineering
Program (INRSEP) and its student club,
came to HSU on March 1''. Dr. Barnes
is a noted poet whose better known poetry books include A Season of Loss,

Jim Barnes (Choctaw) reads
his poetry at HSU

the award winning The Sawdust Wars, and The American
Book of the Dead. He attended
a reception which was hosted
by the INRSEP Student Club
and then gave an outstanding
reading of his poetry in HSU' s
Goodwin Forum. Dr. Barnes'
led a lively discussion of his poetry; and the audience was more
than ready to participate.
Michael Dorris (Modoc),
nationally known author of
Yellow Raft on Blue Water and
JTEPP Director Laura Lee George and Miss NCAJ
the highly acclaimed The BroKeduescha Lara present author Michael Dorris with
ken Cord (which was named
an JTEPP t-shirt.
best non-fiction book in 1989
by the National Book Critics
Circle), came to Humboldt county
Greg Sarris (Coast Miwok), author of
March 9-12. Invited by College of the contemporary Native American LiteraRedwoods' (CR) English Department, ture and Poetry, but perhaps best known
specifically Pat McCutcheon, Dorris for his HBO movie version of Grand Avmet with representatives from many of enue,_ came to HSU April 11'"· ITEPP
the local Tribes and the local commu- Director Laura Lee George, and Dee
nity, as well as some of the local elemen- McBroome, an HSU History Professor
tary schools. At many of the functions, who uses Sarris' book, Keeping Slug
he discussed a wide variety of Indian Women Alive in her class, led an inissues, both personal and professional. spired campaign to bring the celebrated
CR used Yellow Raft on Blue Water as writer I producer to HSU' s campus.
its book of the year in many of its classes. Subsequently the event was sponsored by
Laura Lee George (Karuk), Director of ITEPP, the ITEPP Student Club, the CenHSU' s Indian Teacher Educational and ter for Indian Community Development
Personnel Program (ITEPP) coordi- (CICD), and a Teacher Diversity Grant.
nated a reception for Dorris at CR' scam- Sarris gave a public lecture in HSU's
pus. She enlisted the aid of ITEPP's Stu- Natural Resources Building and attended
dent Club and HSU's American Indian a pot luck at ITEPP. He then presided
Alliance (AlA). Altogether, the com- over a packed video screening and book
bined Indian effort from HSU signing of Grand Avenue in Gist Hall.
organizations guaranteed that the recepDan Hart, a former instructor at HSU,
tion was a resounding success, as hun- who now teaches at Montana State
dreds will testify.
Continued on Page 10
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~iiiin istory, culture, spirituality, utility and artistry were intertwin ed in the works, "Her
Mind Made Up, Weaving Caps the Indian Way." This show of traditional local basket caps premiered in Humboldt
State University's (HSU) Reese Bullen
Gallery and the caps were on display
from March lOth through April 15th.
According to HSU Art Professor Ron
Johnson, who curated the exhibit with
Colleen Kelly Marks, a basket expert
and curator for the Trees of Mystery
Museum in Klamath, "Our title emphasizes that these women are artists. We
have representations of generations
from the late 19th century to baskets
being woven for the exhibition by
younger Hupa women who are very
promising weavers."
Though some caps are on loan from
major museums, most came from the
Indian community, which gave "tremendous support" for the showing,
Johnson said. Five tribes of the North
Coast region were represented: the
Wiyot, from the Humboldt bay area; the

Tolowa, from Wilson Creek to
Smith River; the Yurok, from
the mouth of the Klamath
upriver to Bluff Creek; the
Karuk, from farther up the
Klamath; and the Hupa, from
the Trinity River area.
Susan "Tweet" Burdick, a
Yurok basket-maker who
teaches a Basket class every
spring at HSU, was one of the
masters whose work was
exhibited, as was work by
Leona Wilkinson (Wiyot),
secretary for the campus Upward
From left to right; Sisters Leona Wilkinson,
Bound Program. Johnson said,
Cheryl Seidne1; and Marian Seidna
"Wilkinson, a Wiyot weave1~ is
leading a revival of the art among
her people."
women, a newer tradition of yarn caps ·
Wilkinson and her sister, Cheryl Seidner,
worn by men has emerged. These yarn
from Humboldt's Educational Opportucaps are crocheted with the designs of
nity Program, demonstrated basketbasketry caps ." In ... many ... places
along the Klamath and Trinity river valweaving and lectured on the imporleys, one sees men wearing crocheted
tance of it in the Wiyot culture as part
caps on a daily basis. Even babies ...
of a weekend workshop during the
occasionally wear a crocheted cap.
exhibit.
These caps are in brighter colors, reflectFor the exhibit's catalog, Johnson interviewed about 20 artists extensively,
ing a new age that identifies the wearer
gathering "a lot of information from
as Indian and proud of it. "
elders that might have been
lost." Some stories go back to
the first contact with non-In" ... These caps are in
dian people. Some baskets of
some tribes are considered
brighter colors, reflecting
spirit people, with stories referring to how "some ancient ones
a new gge that"identifies
became basket material and
the wearer as";1 ndian
would appear as caps to be with
humans," he said.
and proud of it."
Though basketry caps are
worn almost exclusively by
•'··
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he Hoopa Tribe is requesting
the return of forty ceremonial
items from the Peabody Museum at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. This request is
a result of enactment of the Native
American Graves Protections and
Repatriation Act, Public Law 101601, passed by the 101'' Congress of
the United States in 1990.
In one of the provisions of the law,
Native American tribes have the right
to request the return of "sacred objects."
- "rhese are defined as "objects needed by
ditional Native American religious
eaders for the practice of traditional Native American religions."
The Hoopa Tribe's request is the first
test case of the law in this area. The process is now in its fourth year, beginning
in 1994, when Hoopa Museum director,
Skippy Hostler and his wife, Marilyn
Hostler, visited the Peabody Museum to
view the museum's collection of northwest California items and select those
that would be requested. Selection was
made on the basis of ceremonial use and
certainty of Hupa identity.

Those items selected are, for example,
me:wna:sita:n, woodpecker scalp
Jump Dance headdress, K'ise:qot, woven hood with painted designs, worn
beneath a crown of sea-lion tusks in the
White Deerskin Dance, dilxich -,iqay,
ornamental white deerskin hides, xoji
kya, girl's dance dresses, and
na'k'idilyay, necklaces worn by Indian
doctors, and both men and girl dancers in the ceremonial dances, and
k'ing' a:gya:n, pipes smoked by Indian
doctors.
Some objects that were identified as
Hupa were not selected, such as
nhke:kyo:ts', elkhorn purses or je:lo',
storage baskets, because they do not
fall into the category of ceremonial
regalia.
The majority of the items requested
are from Senaxon or Canyon Jim.
Those from Senaxon were not sold to
Grace Nicholson and others at the
turn of the century, when regalia had
to be sold to get the funds to put on a
dance. It has been reported that
Senaxon' s son said that he wanted to
put on one more dance, and even if

he had to sell regalia, he would find
the means to put it on.
Other items were taken from Hoopa.
It has been reported that three truckloads of ceremonial regalia and baskets
were seized and left the Hoopa Valley
in 1870 when the military at Fort Gaston
ruled the people of the valley. More
items were taken in 1900 and in the
early years of the century when religious missionaries interested in converting Hoopa people to their religion,
confiscated anything they thought
might be used to carry on the traditional
religious ceremonies.
The process between the time the
items were first requested and when a
decision will be made is so lengthy, in
the opinion of Lee Davis, tribal consultant, due to the fact that museums
want to be certain that the tribal representatives claiming the items have undisputed rights before they turn any
object over to them. The Hoopa Tribe
has had to make a series of arguments,
justifying their right to the objects of the
basis of ceremonial use.
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ITEPP Students Move Up!
Lonyx Landry (Wintu), Bachelor of
aturday, May 17 marked the day
when 13 more Indian Teacher Science degree with a major in Biology;
Buffy Mitchell (Nomalaki), Bachelor
Educational and Personnel
Prr,gram (ITEPP) students receive their of Arts degree with a major in Native
dipll mas or credentials. A graduation American Studies;
dinner, hosted by the ITEPP
Student Club, will honor the
graduates that night at Azalea Hall in McKinleyville from
6:00 to 9:00p.m. There, friends
and family of the studious
scholars will be able to offer
congratulations to the students who have toiled for
years in order to accomplish
some of their goals. The next
step for these academic diehards is to secure a place in
graduate school or find gainful employment in their chosen fields . From those of us
in Indian Country, we offer
luck and say, "Well done!"
Those who are now ready to
pursue professional careers or
further their educational goals
are:
William "Bil" Coleman
(Choctaw), Bachelor of Arts
degree with a major in Liberal
Studies;
Mervin "Merv" George Jr.
(Hupa), Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Native
American Studies;

6 ....._THE MESSENGER

Marlaina Nelson (Hupa), Bachelor of
Arts degree with a major in Liberal
Studies;
Lisa Ann Padon (Chippewa, Pembian
Band), Bachelor of Arts degree with a
major in Native American
Studies;
Kristy Orona (Taos/Tarahumara), Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Liberal
Studies;
Paula Tripp-Allen (Karuk/
Yurok), Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Nati'"
American Studies;
Meleny Lathom, (Oglala
Sioux), Bachelor of Arts
degree with a major in
Psychology.
Acquiring their teaching credentials are: Michelle Arwood
(Karuk), Multiple Subjects
Teaching Credential and
Wes Crawford (Yurok),
Single Subject Teaching Credential in Social Science.
Earning their masters
degrees are Jack Norton III
(Hupa), who earned a Master of Arts Degree in Business Administration and
Dominic Figueroa (Yurok),
who earned a Master of
Arts Degree in English (The
Teachingof Writing).

y

TEPP is in more demand than speak to ITEPP students in the
Conference in Sacramento. The conferever. On a daily basis, schools, PS 330 class, the History of Indian Edu- ence theme was Two Decades of Tranprograms, and communities cation. The students honored him with sition: Knowledge Through Tradifrom across the country are asking a reception afterwards. In March and tions. The ITEPP students presented a
ITEPP students and staff to share their April, ITEPP students hosted dinners workshop entitled "What Makes
knowledge about Native American for noted authors and professors Greg ITEPP Successful." Noting that many
educational issues. In February, ITEPP Sarris (Coast Miwok) and Michael Native American students do not
Director, Laura Lee George (Karuk), Dorris (Modoc). ITEPP Student Club
graduate from high school and go on
and Children's Literature Specialist, members assisted their sister club to college, the ITEPP students shared
Carolyn Polese, presented an in-service American Indian Alliance (AlA) in their thoughts on why ITEPP students
workshop for all of the teachers and hosting an evening of film and food
are successful. The students also atteacher ' s aides at Laytonville Elemen- when film maker Dan Hart came out tended workshops presented by Indian
tary School. They presented Native from Montana to show his Native educators from all over the country on
American children's literature •-•~.....- . -. . . .-•-•~.....- . . . topics as varied as gang culture
to the group, they discussed
in Indian Communities to Math
· -'- '1W to critique children's literacurriculum using traditional boat
e for sensitivity towards Nabuilding techniques. Many of the
e Americans, and they gave
conference presenters were past
pointers to the audience on how
ITEPP students who have gone
to incorporate the literature into
on to become Indian educators in
their classroom curriculum.
their Communities. ITEPP has
Laura Lee George and others
taken its students to this annual
have been working with Hoopa
conference for many years and, as
Elementary School and
usual, students came away from
Hoopa High School as these
the Conference with a sense of
pride in the accomplishments of
schools undertake restructurNative American educators as well as
ing. Laura Lee and the ITEPP Curricu- American made films. The students parlum Resource Center staff have also ticipated in every aspect of the Sixth coming away with more ideas and goals
for their own personal futures.
been assisting Del Norte County Annual HSU Pow Wow held in April.
In the Fall of 1997 ITEPP will offer
Schools' development of Native Ameri- ITEPPers were dancers, security people,
can curriculum. Ms. George sits on the vendors, as well as being the Host Din- these courses: PS 430-Seminar in
HSU Liberal Studies/Multiple Subjects ner cooks, feeding over 300 dancers and American Indian Funding Sources and
(LSMS) Governance committee which drummers from all over the country. PS 335-Cultural considerations in Inis charged with restructuring the ma- ITEPP students were part of a day long dian Education. These courses are
jor. This is important to ITEPP because presentation, "The Basket Cap," which open to the general public through the
students who intend to teach in elemen- was part of the month long Basket Cap HSU Office of Extended Education.
tary schools enroll in the LSMS major. show at HSU. Leo Carpenter, Christina For information you can contact ITEPP
ITEPP students have a long history of West, Keduescha Lara, Kapoon Tripp, by writing to ITEPP, House 85 ,
Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA
community involvem ent and this year Rose Gibbens, Elsie McLaughlin, and
has been no exception. ITEPPers have Davita Copeland were among the stu- 95521, by calling (707) 826-3672, or by
sending an e-mail to Phil Zastrow
been involved in several recent commu- dent presenters and demonstrators.
(Hupa) at this address:
Also in April, ITEPP took 30 Native
y events. In February, the President
DQ University, Dr. Francis A m eri can HSU students t o the 20 1h
pmz7001@axe.humboldt.edu.
eccenti (Navajo), came for a day to Annual California Indian Edcuation
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lways on the lookout for opportunities to mentor Indian youth, Indian Teacher and Educational Personnel Program (ITEPP)
Coordinator Phil Zastrow (Hupa) knew an opportunity was at hand when he met Scott Ricardo, Mentorship Director and
teacher of Humboldt State University's (HSU) PE 480 class, "At Risk Youth Mentorship." After talking to Ricardo about
the 3 unit course/program, which is designed to pair HSU athletic students with local high school students who might benef it f rom such
a partnership, Zastrow relayed this information to two ITEPP students, Chag Lowry (Yurok/Maidu / Pit River) and Leo
Canez (Yurok). They, in turn, asked Ricardo if they could work with Indian kids. The following refl ectio ns fr om Ch ag and Leo
are about what the program means to them:

Chag Lowry: I am involved in this Youth
Mentorship Program because I feel the need
to give back to the community, especially
the Native American community. I am of
Yurok!Maidu/Pit River ancestry, and I
have worked with Native American students in grades 1-12 for the last five years.
I'm always looking for ways to help our
kids, and I have to thank Phil (Zastrow)
for telling me about the program.
Some of the work involves helping the
kids with their academics, but much of
it has to do with the social aspect of being in school. The kids that this program
serves are faced with a lot of problems:
drugs, alcohol, neglect and other kinds
of abuse. The mentors voluntarily give
their time to these kids to let them know
that there is someone who cares about
them, and someone who wants them to
succeed in life, as well as academics.
I am currently at Morris Elementary
in McKinleyville. I am working with Native American boys in grades 4-6. I have
made it my focus to encourage their pride
in their culture and to let them know that
the obstacles the y face, as Native
Americans in this society, can be overcome. We play basketball and share stories about life, and it's very rewarding for
me when I see their eyes light-up when
they want to tell me something that's
important to them.
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Although it can be stressful at times" for
everybody," it is up to the kids to take
the time to spend with the mentors. Scott
(the director of the program) is very encouraging and does everything p ossible

Chag in hat and Leo laughing

to make sure the mentors have what they
need to make a positive difference. There
are training sessions every Wednesday
night in topics from gang prevention to
anger management that the mentors can
use when dealing with students.
I feel very proud to be involved in this
type of work, and I hope to continue as
long as I'm at Humboldt.
Leo Canez: The Mentorship Program
has given me the opportunity to work
with five junior high school b oys at
Sunnybrae Middle School in Swm ybrae.
I became involved with the program because of a recommendation by ITEPP

coordinator Phil Zas trow to the
Mentorship Director Scott Ricardo. At
first I was unsure w h at the Mentorship
Program was all about, but after I went
to a few meetings, I found m yself enrolling in the class (PE 480).
I am part of the program because w l
I was young, I didn't have any direct
or goals set for my life, but with the help
from many diffe rent "mentors," both Indian and non-Indi an alike, I made it
through. As a Yurok Indian, I am very
proud of who I am and m y culture, but I
just needed someone to show me that I
was capable of getting through h igh
school and that I could go to college if I
wanted to .
I was not aware that there were so many
doors for me to open. It was like walking
down a long dark hallway with doors on both
sides of me. But I didn't want to open any of
them. I had planned on just getting my G.E.D.
and picking up a low-paying job. After people
started talking to me and asking me what I
wanted to do with my life, I began to think
about mv fuhue. The mentors showed me
that mv goals were within my reach and that
I could have them if I just worked hard. I
had to realize that all those doors were there
for me to open-if I wanted to.
I think the Mentorship program is the key
that will enable me to unlock the doon=that same hallway, for these kids.

otaling 81 wins and only 8 loses
between them, Hoopa High
School's Duston Offins (Yurok)
and Josh Colegrove (Hupa) have enjoyed a stellar year. Their
wrestling exploits have been
the talk of the local Indian
community for months, and
why shouldn't they be? Not
only are they considered to be
two of the best wrestlers ever
to hit the mats at Hoopa High,
but they are also part of a
w~ostling team that excells
~:mically as well as physi~ The Hoopa wrestling
team has won the academic
Grade Point Average (CPA)
honors the past five years.
Yet, these two student
althletes have more in command than just superior
records and high CPA's. Both
are devoted Christians. Dustin, whose
win/loss record is 40 and 3 and has a 3.56
CPA, has been religious since the sixth
grade, and Josh, whose win I loss record
is 41and 5 and has a 4.0 CPA, has been
going to church since he was five . Both
student althletes admit that they are better wrestlers because of their convictions.
Dustin says, "When I'm out on the mat,
I'm dedicating myself to HIM." Likewise, Josh replys, "The aspect of my life
that I'm most proud of is that I'm a Christian."
Although these two standouts are devoted to religon, they do find time to
e)(cel in other areas as well. Dustin, who

is a senior and wrestled in the 160 pound
division, has been accepted to University
of California at Davis. He plans to take
care of his general requirements and com-

pete on Davis' wrestling team. He knows
the competition will be much stronger,
as Davis competes in the Pac 10, but he
feels that he is more than ready for the
challenge. He says, "Wrestling has given
me a dream, and I am now in a position
to achieve my goals." One day he hopes
to come back and coach his own team
and, in that way, give something back to
the Indian community.
Josh, who is a junior and wrestles in
the 140 pound class, is thinking about
being a pilot in the Air Force when he
graduates. But until then, he has more
than enough to keep himself busy. He is
president of American Indian Science

and Engineering Society, and he competes on the football, track, and golf
teams, as well as his premier sport. He
says, "wrestling helps give me a tough
work ethic, which I try to carry over
into all other aspects of his life."
Both young men are indebted to
Sam Razo, their wrestling coach,
and to their families, as well as those
who continued to support the team.
A though there were not a lot of fans
at their matches, Dustin and Josh
agreed that the fans were loyal and
very vocal.
Finally, the success of their abilities is not lost on these two young
men: Offins was fifth in the State
Championships and third in the
world wrestling championships in
Las Vegas, while Colegrove rebounded from the state tournament
and earned third place at Las Vegas.
Both Dustin and Josh realize that
they have natural talents and that they
have worked hard to succeed, owing
much to their religion. But they do not
forget that they are, in fact, role models
to many of the younger Indians. Josh tells
them, "What ever you do, work hard and
do your best. You gotta believe that its
gonna work out!" Dustin's approach is
more direct, "Just say no! There is a lot
more to life than having fun [with drugs
and alcohol]. Life is going to hit you
hard .... "
In both cases, Dustin and Josh exhibit
a mature and sensitive outlook on life,
and we in Indian Country can be very
proud of these two warriors.
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Ed Garcia (Tohono O'Dam) is a stud ent at Humboldt State University
(HSU). H e is also one of two student
interns with the Two Feathers Indian
Child Welfare Program. The other intern, Bear Marler, is from the College of
the Redwoods. In 1992, the Bear River
Band of Rohnerville, Blue Lake, and Big
Lagoon Rancherias formed Two Feathers as a consortium to provide their
communites with Indian Child Welfare
Act (ICWA) services. Two Feathers is
controlled by a board of Tribal representatives. Currently those board members
are Helen Lance (Blue Lake), Virgil
Moorehead (Big Lagoon), and Carol
Reeves (Bear River Band of
Rohnerville ). Smith River Tribal member, attorney Jolanda Ingram, is the director of Two Feathers. Other staff
m embers include Licensed Counselor
Olivia Jackson, Outreach Coordinator/
Victim Advocate Sue Tatro, Licensed
Social Worker/Licensed Counselor
Tene Frick, and Secretary Jewell Frank.
Continued f rom Page 3

University, came back to HSU April 18th.
Best known fo r his aw ard winning videos which primarily deals with the selling of American Indian Spirituality, Hart
has shown many of his videos at prestigious film festivals such as The Taos
Talking Picture Festival, The National
American Indian Film Festival, and the
Sundance Film Festival. Originally proposed by HSU's American Indian Alliance (AlA) Student Club, Hart' s visit
w as enthusiastically sponsored by ITEPP,
the ITEPP Student Club, INRSEP, the
INRSEP Student Club, and CICD, as
well as AlA. Hart showed "White Shamans and Plastic Medicine Men" and a
film which highlights racism in Montana,
"Without Reservations." Hart's screening of his two films followed a reception
for him, hosted by AlA, in HSU' s
Founders Hall. The showing invited
many personal remarks from the audience and Hart, himself, which demonstrated the relevance of Hart's topics.
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Jewell and Tene are Yurok Trib al
members.
Indian children have been removed
from their hom e as a m atter of federal
and social p olicy for the last 200 years.
This practice has undermined the integrity of Indian families and flies in the
face of Indian sovereignty. Tribes believe that they know wh at is best for
their children thus, ICWA enacted in
1978 to protect the interest of Tribes concerning pre-adoptive and adoptive
placement of Indian children who are
enrolled in their Tribe or who are eligible for enrollment in their Tribe, ensures that Tribes have legal control in
these matters. The primary purpose of
Two Feathers services is to reunify Indian families and to ensure that the state
court complies w ith ICWA.
ICWA cases can be heard in either the
State Court or a Tribal Court. Tribes
most frequently prefer to h ave the case
heard in a Trib al Court because there is
more unders tanding of cultural and

familial con siderations. Loc
Yurok and Hoopa Tribes h ave
courts and, depending on their case
loads, lend their courts to Two Feathers. The Bear River Band of Rohnerville
Rancheria will have a Tribal court soon
m aking it easier for ICWA cases to be
heard outside of the state court system.
The average case load at Tw o Feathers
is 46 families and they serve approximately 150 individuals annually.
Ed Garcia hopes Two Feathers will
expand its ability to serve Communites
and that it will continue to inform individuals, agen cies, and the general public about the importance of keeping
American Indian families together and
healthy. Ed intends to enter law school
upon graduation from HSU to become
a specialist in Indian law. The internship opportunity through Two Feathers
is helping him directly with this goal.
You can reach Two Feathers at 510
0 Street, Eureka, California 95501 or
(707) 443-6399.

Michael Dorris, a Professor of English at Dartmouth College and a nationally recognized
author has passed on. Dorris, a Modoc tribal member, had recently been in Humboldt County
as the guest of the College of the Redwoods (CR). H e was inv ited by CR because his book,
Yellow Raft On Blue Water is u sed in many of its classes. During his visit Professor Dorris
sh ared his views on writing with young students from Jacoby Creek School and Burnt
Ranch School. He was also part of p anel discussions on Native American education issues.
Several of his former students who reside here in Humboldt County came to honor him and
acknowledge his influence on their educational paths.
In 1971, Michael Dorris became one of the first singles all owed to adopt a child. Dorris' 1989
book, The Broken Cord, was about his adopted son and detailed the boy's struggles with Fetal
Alcohol Syndrome- caused by the child's birth mother's drinking. The book won aN ational
Book Critics Circle Award in the nonfiction category.
Dorris, w ho was married to Chippewa author Louise Erdrich, held degrees from Georgetown and Yale Universities. He founded
Dartmouth's Native American Studies Department in 1972 and headed it until1985. In addition to writing fiction and non-fiction for
adults, Michael Dorris was the author of several children's books which included Guests and Morning Girl.

His passing is a tragic loss .
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