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Sarah Jaquette Ray is Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies at Humboldt 
State University (HSU), where she also leads the Environmental Studies 
Program.  She began at HSU in 2013, after four years leading the Geography 
and Environmental Studies program at University of Alaska Southeast.  She 
received her PhD from University of Oregon in 2009 in Environmental Sciences, 
Studies, and Policy, with English as a focal department.  Her research interests 
are environmental justice, identity and the cultural politics of nature, environmental 
humanities, ecocriticism, and critical human geography. Her book, The Ecological 
Other: Environmental Exclusion in American Culture (Arizona, 2013), explores 
the roots of environmentalism’s inability to be welcoming to a wide variety of 
communities in the U.S., focusing on how these roots manifest in contemporary 
exclusions of immigrants, Native Americans, and people with disabilities.  In this 
talk, Ray will bring these analyses to bear on the context of HSU’s twin values of 
“sustainability” and “diversity.”  Ray will contend that achieving these goals will 
require reckoning with the broader historical tensions between environmentalism 
and social justice.

Sponsored by Schatz Energy Research Center and the Environment & Community Masters Program.
For more information call 826-4345 or visit www.schatzlab.org/about/publications/speaker_series.html or www.humboldt.edu/envcomm/speaker_series.

Persons who wish to request disability related accommodations should contact the sponsors as soon as possible.
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