INDIAN TEACHER EDUCATIONAL PERSONNEL PROGRAM
SPRING 1992 STUDY TRIP
The following text is an informal account of the study trip made
during the Spring Semester break in mid-April.
April 13 7:45 a.m.
Arrived at the ITEPP Office. Robert Davis is the only student
present.
Prepared paperwork for the trip and divided per diem
payments into full week allotments and inserted into individualized
envelopes.
Bus driver Debbie Watson arrives with a 12 passenger
van.
It is to small for the group plus their luggage. We decide
to upgrade to a larger vehicle.
The only vehicle available is a
24 passenger bus.
It resembles a prison vehicle but it appears
that it will do the job.
We depart f r om Humboldt State University at about 8:45a.m., and
drive to Brookings, Oregon.
We make a fuel stop and get some
breakfast for those who did not eat before boarding the bus.
It
is now about 10:45 a.m. The bus driver is very good at keeping to
the schedule. We arrive at the town of Coos Bay around 12: 3 0 a.m. ,
and due to heavy traffic miss our planned stop for lunch.
We
proceed on up the coast looking for a place to eat. We take a side
road to Lakeside, a small town off of Highway 101.
There isn't
much there so we continue on Hwy 101 on ~P to Reedsport. After a
quick lunch we are back on the road.
It is now about 2:30 p.m. It
has been raining most of the way and traffic has slowed us up. I
realize at this point we are going to be late so I have the driver
find a phone booth so I can call Mike Darcy, Principal of the
Siletz School so I can adjust our schedule. He informs me that we
are about 45 minutes away from the town of Siletz. It is now about
4:45p.m. We continue on to Siletz, on the wrong route due to bad
advice by the trip coordinator, me, and arrive at Siletz about one
hour and a half later. Mike Darcey is waiting for us so all is not
lost for the day.
Mike and his wife Pat take us for a tour of the area. They show
us the tribal government facilities, some of the tribal enterprises
and the new tribal housing development.
The students are very
impressed by the progressiveness of a tribe that has been out of
termination for a reasonably short time.
The time spent at Siletz was short but the students got to see a
lot and had some good questions concerning education and job
possibilites related to education.

The students enjoyed the tour but everyone was tired at this point.
Upon saying our good byes, after our brief and friendly association
with the Darcey's, we headed for Newport to spend the night.
The accomodations at the Shilo Inn, on the beach, were excellent.
Everyone settled in for a restful night.
April 14
Everyone is up and ready to go at 8:00 a.m. There are some sleepy
eyes but all are ready to head for the next adventure.
Our next
destination is Grand Ronde Indian Reservation, located in the town
of Grand Ronde, Oregon no less.
We arrive there at about 10:00
a.m., and are greeted by Mike Larson, a tribal representative. He
takes us to meet with Shaun Hostler, Assistant Director of
Education.
Shaun tells us about the development of the tribe after being unterminated. She takes us on a tour of the tribal facilities that
have just op'ened.
The students were very impressed by the new
buildings and the future plans related to them by the department
heads that they visited.
One of the programs that the reservation operates is an alcohol and
drug treatment facility for Indian youth. I asked permission for
us to visit the facility which is located in Salem. We received
clearance and after saying our good byes at Grand Ronde headed for
Salem.
We arrived in Salem at about 12:30 a.m.
Since our
appointment was not until 2:00p.m., there was about one hour of
free time.
After eating lunch, the ITEPP Bowlers, burned up the lanes with
some spectacular strikes, spares and gutter balls. The hour passes
fast and we are soon back on the bus and on our way to our
appointment.
Our arrival at the facility is during a busy time.
Students are
moving about and there is an aura of tenseness.
There is some
anxiety, I sense, amongst the staff about our visit.
The
atmosphere at first is not real comfortable.
The administrator
meets us and takes us for a tour. The students are quite affected
by the things that they were told and by what they observed.
It
was a profound learning experience for all of them. We spent about
two hours at the center.
I did not realize, until after we checked into our hotel, that some
of the students wanted to talk about the experience at the
treatment facility.
I talked informally with two of them about
their feeling after the experience.
The evening was spent at the Shilo Inn in Salem.
their own for the night.

Everyone was on

April 15
Everyone is up early and ready to go to Chemawa Indian Boarding
School.
The students do not seem as enthusiastic as I am to see
the school.
At the time I visited the school, about 20 years
prior, it was located in very old buildings from the 1800's. The
expectation of seeing the new site, about 12 or so years old now,
was somewhat exciting.
Upon arrival at the ' school it was deja vu for me.
It was like I
had arrived a Sherman Indian High School located in Riverside,
California. The similarity was shocking. As we drove to the front
of the school, the Chemawa students rushed to the windows to see
who could be arriving in such a ominous vehicle, our prison looking
bus.
I checked in at the administrative office and met the Vice
Principal Mr. Byer. He met with the ITEPP students in front of the
school and gave them a history and currrent overview of Chemawa
Indian School.
He then took us on a tour of the facility.
The
students were impressed with what they saw; an indoor olympic size
swimming pool, a full sized theater, a greenhouse built onto the
science classroom and other facilities not normally seen in today's
public schools.
The ITEPP students spent about 45 minutes asking Mr. Byer questions
about the school and about how students were doing in the boarding
school educational setting.
After this session the students had
great concern about the opportunities for the students in gaining
a meaningful education. For instance there was concern about the
lack of funds to fully utilize the facility, the non-existence of
an intercollegiate sports program etc.
The ITEPP students were
very aware of the need for teachers at the school who really cared
about the future of the Chemawa students.
During the class period before lunch, the ITEPP students met with
all of the Chemawa seniors. At first there was not much dialogue.
I began to ask some questions about plans of the Chemawa students
after graduation. One of the questions that I asked was how many
of the students intended to go to college after graduation. Almost
all raised their hands.
This broke the ice.
The ITEPP students
then shared their college experiences with the students and
encouraged them to try college.
After this session, I asked Mr.
Byer to have the ITEPP students pair up with one of the Chemawa
students to see what it was like to be a student at their school.
This activity turned out to be very positive for both the ITEPP
students and the Chemawa seniors.
After luch, I had a hard time
convincing my students that it was time to go.
They wanted to
spend more time at the school. However, after some long good byes
we were on our way to Warm Springs, to attend the Oregon Indian
Education Association Conference.
After an uneventful drive across norther Oregon, around Mt. Hood
and south into the central part of the state we arrived at Kah-nee-

tah Lodge, the site of the conference.
Upon checking into the
lodge at about 6:00, we learned that we had to go to the town of
Warm Springs to attend a traditional dinner and pow-wow.
We all
dashed to our rooms and freshened up a bit, ran back to the bus and
headed for town. The dinner was fantastic; deer meat, salmon and
mashed pota tos, were heaped upon our plates.
Sponsored by the
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, about 300 people were served
a free meal before the pow-wow.
The pow-wow started 'Slow . . Everyone in our group, after the large
dinner, appeared to be · sleepy. I decided that we would wait until
the Hoop Dancer preformed before we left for the lodge. The next
thing I knew, the Arena Announcer called for the Humboldt State
group to enter the dance floor to receive an honoring song. I led
the group, had to coax many of them to dance, through the song.
After the honoring song, people from the community started to ask
the ITEPP students to dance. Many new dancing career were started.
One ITEPP student got his first dancing lesson from one of the
local ladies. Other ITEPP students, Richard England, Brian Watkins
and Mark LeBeau did the Oklahoma-Two-Step: they were a sight to
see. After much dancing, we left for the lodge.
When we got back to the lodge I assume that everyone turned in for
the night.
However, there were some reports that an ITEPP
entertainment group had performed somewhere in the lodge that
night.
April 16
I awoke early in the morning and went down to the registration desk
of the conference to ensure that the ITEPP students would be able
to register.
I got them conference agendas and had one of the
students distribute them. The students attended workshop sessions
during the day. Various topics on the education of Indian students
were covered in the sessions. It appeared that the students enjoyed
the workshops and learned a · great deal of information from
interacting with other Indian educators.
They also had the
opportunity to meet teacher recruiters.
In the evening, most of the ITEPP students attended the awards
banquet. They sat at tables with Indian educators from throughout
the State of Oregon. This to was a learning experience for them.
After the banquet most everyone went their separate way.
I went
to my room to work on the new ITEPP proposal thinking about how I
could incorporate a trip each year for graduate level students into
the the program.
April 17
We all were up early and eager to head for home.
The entire day
was spent driving from Warm Springs to Arcata. We arrived home at
about 9:30 p.m. I was exhausted but I heard the students planning
their activities for the rest of the night.

Study Trip Note:
The idea of the trip was for ITEPP students to become knowledgable
about the real world of Indian Education. The only way to do this
was to take them to various Indian communi ties and schools and
immerse them into the local culture.
Classroom learning,
especially related to the problems that exist in Indian country,
are hard to comprehend unless one experiences the environment in
which they occur. Each Indian community has its unique character;
one has to become familiar with it in order to be a successful
educator. I think the study .trip accomplished its purpose.

