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The Center for Indian Community Development
Humboldt State University
Since it was established in 1966, the Center for Indian Community Development, has
designed and implemented innovative projects to meet fundamental community needs. Supported
by a line item in the California State University budget, the Center's primary mission is to channel the
resources of Humboldt State University to the diverse communities of Northern California, particularly
the Native American Communities. The Center has been instrumental in increasing interest in Indian
culture, history and language, especially as they relate to elementary and secondary ~ducation . In
addition, the Center has assisted the development of several local non-profit agencies by contributing
small subsidies, providing in-kind support services and preparing funding proposals.
For 20 years, the Center's major project has been the American Indian Language and
Literature Program, which coordinates the work of linguists, curriculum specialists, teachers, students
and community members in an effort to document and reinforce traditional Indian cultures of the
area. The program provides linguistic documentation, curriculum development, teacher supervision
and other technical support (including linguistic documentation and archiving) services required to
preserve the languages of Northern California tribes. lt presently sponsors classes in the Hupa, Yurok,
Tolowa and Karuk languages at various sites in Humboldt, Del Norte and Siskiyou Counties.
As part of the campus community, the Center for Indian Community Development works
with professors in the Ethnic Studies, Anthropology and Native American Studies departments in
dev elopment andimplementation of the Center's American Indian Language and Literature
Program.This joint effort has significantly enhanced linguistic documentation, archiving and curriculum development activities.
The production of lessons, dictionaries, word-lists, collections of stories, cassette tapes,
videos, and other materials useful to the language education is an important function of the Language
Program. Several projects have been undertaken over the years; a series of lessons in Hupa have been
developed around cassette tapes and will be suitable for high school and adult classes. Similar materials
will be produced for Karuk, Yurok as courses on these languages are introduced. Practical dictionaries
have been created for Karuk, Hupa, and Tolowa. Language "Pocketbooks" have been created for Karuk,
Hupa and ,Tolowa.
Collection of new information on Northwest California Indian Languages is also a high
priority of the Language Program. These languages are rapidly losing fluent traditional speakers, and
unless data is collected now it will impossible to prepare fully accurate and comprehensive teaching
materials. Furthermore, future efforts in language recovery as well as the general humansistic study
of traditional Northwest California culture will need to rely on documentation gathered in this
generation. Obtaining accurate and extensive data on an Indian language requires a number'of highly
specialized skills, primarily those of linguists and lexicographers. CICD plans to contract the services
of trained professionals in these fields, both to gather and process materials directly and-more
importantly-to train assistants from the Indian community to supplement and continue the work.
In addition to meeeting needs for cultural and educational programs, the Center is
increasingly involved in business, economic, environmental, and social development activities. To
develop greater participation in the free enterprise system, and consequently, we have identifies three
main goals: to develop the managerial skills and human resources needed to be effective in the business
world; to acquire the capital needed to start, buy out, expand, or "save" business through purchases of
tangible business assets (land, buildings, equipment, inventory, etc.) and the provision of essential
working capital; and to identify market opportunities and procure sales contracts that will ensure
successful participation and long-term survival in the free enterprise system.
Ideally, assistance is provided to Indian tribes and community based organizations, both
of which represent constituent communities, if the business employs members of tribes or other Indian groups; the business generates income to a tribe or other Indian group; or the business generates
business for I purchases goods or services from other Indian-owned businesses. The Center for Indian
Community Development is here to support the needs of Tribal Development, and continues to grow
with their constituent communities.
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