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INTRODUCTION

The Oriental deaf today are coming into the focus of attention
of the world's deaf.

This is due partly to the interest and involve-

ment of the United States in this fast-developing area of the world and
to the large number of world deaf travelers.

There exists , however, a

great dirth of printed material concerning the deaf in the Far East.
A request r ec e ived in 1961 from a deaf leader in the Philippines
created my desire for more information about the deaf in other countries
of the world, although previous to this time I had had some contact with
the deaf in Japan and Korea.

From this time until 1969, while serving

as coordinator of the Deaf and Blind Ministries in the Assemblies of God
Home Missions De partment, I reviewed all available periodicals giving
information on the deaf of the world and also wrote letters to various
leaders of the deaf.

Participation in the International Congress on

Deaf Education in 1962 and serving as interp reter for the Inte rnational
Games in 1964 provided interesting and informative contacts with the
deaf in various countries.
En route to Korea in 1967, I visited the deaf in the Philippines, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Japan.

Since that time, serving as

coordinator of the Assemblies of God deaf ministries in Korea also has
brought me into contact with leaders of the deaf in various Far East
countries.
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In compiling the information presented in this paper, I again
reviewed all literature available on the deaf of the Orient.

Almost

nothing is available in public libraries such as the Los Angeles public
libraries or the school libraries in the California universities.

The

library at the Center on Deafness at the California State University,
Northridge, provided the most information.

Much value was derived from

a review of all past issues of The Deaf American (formerly The Silent
Worker).

Recent interviews with Oriental deaf immigrants and American

visitors to the Orient brought interesting comparisons between the deaf
in America and the deaf in the Orient.
In making this study I have noted with interest the influences
of outside forces upon the deaf of the various countries.

But do we

not see also the influence of France in deaf education in America?
Vietnam, one of the countries chosen as a sample in this project, even
more strongly feels the French influence.

Early missionaries influenced

Japan to begin deaf education, and Japan in turn influenced Korea and
Taiwan.

The customs and culture of China can be seen throughout the

Oriental countries.
influence.

The Filipino deaf have felt the impact of American

Let us look more closely at the deaf in the above-mentioned

countries which have been chosen as samples for this project.

JAPAN

The Japanese quickly responded to the challenge of providing
education for the deaf when the need was presented to them in approximately 1815.

Dr. Henry Hauld, an English physician, and Dr. Burchardt,

an American pastor of the Lutheran Church, were responsible for the
awakening of Japan to the needs of the deaf.

Because of this outside

influence a society was organized for the purpose of collecting funds.
Finally in 1879, after a large donation from the Imperial family was
obtained, sufficient funds were available to establish the first school
in Tokyo.

Blind children were enrolled in February of 1880 and in June

. of the same year deaf children were enrolled.
began to regularly support the school.
for the Blind and Deaf-Mute.

In 1885 the government

It was named the Tokyo School

In 1909 the deaf and blind were separated.

Today it is Japan's leading school for the deaf.
Shortly before the Tokyo School was established, Mr. Toshiro
Furukawa (in 1875) established Japan's first school fo r the deaf in
Kyoto (Japan's former capital).

In 1880 this small private school

became one of Kyoto's Prefectual schools and was named the Kyoto School
for the Blind and Deaf.
Although in 1917 there were only 34 schools with 314 children
enrolled, by 1926 Japan maintained schools for the deaf and blind in all
parts of the Empire.

This was due partly to the fact that interested

principals petitioned the government for help.

Also much credit goes

to Mr. Unosuki Kawamoto, who in 1922 was sent abroad by the government
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to do research concerning the deaf.

After visiting 21 schools in

America he proceeded to Europe and back to Japan in 1924, after which
the Japanese government appointed him to head the government schools
for the deaf and blind.
The Second World War slowed down Japan's progress in deaf
education, but immediately at the close of the war progress began
once again.

First, a law was passed requiring compulsory education

of the deaf between the years of 5 and 15.

In 1949, a law providing

financial support for the physically handicapped was put into effect.
Today there are approximately 100 schools and day classes throughout
Japan for the deaf.
Japan's National School for the Deaf continues to serve as a
"model" for the other schools for the deaf in Japan.

Included in this

well-equipped school are sound-proofed rooms, a psychological research
department, audiometers, and group hearing aids.

These provisions

rarely are found in most Oriental schools for the deaf.
Auditory training is given in the schools and most instruction
today is through the use of the oral method.

Japan first heard of the

oral method when a Japanese teacher read about this method from the
proceedings of the Second International Conference of the Deaf in Milan.
In 1920, Dro and Mrs. Reischauer, whose daughter was deaf and had studied at the Clarke School, began the first school in Tokyo which used
only the oral method.

Soon after that time Mr. Norikazu Hashimura also

began a school in Nagoya City which used only the oral method.
John Dutton Wright, an educator from America visiting Japan in
1923, was very upset to see most of the schools using the language of
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signs.

He was told that because the Japanese language was "ideo-

graphic," and not "phonetic," it was impossible to use the oral method.
Mr. Wright then to?k a deaf boy and by teaching him to speak demonstrated the untruth of this statement.

1

Mr. Kawamoto formally intro-

duced the oral method to all schools in J apan by establishing a shortterm training workshop in the Tokyo School for the Deaf which demonstrated this method.
Today, although most schools stress the oral method, most
s t udents and deaf adults use the language of signs.

The Japanese

alphabet used by the deaf was invented by Toshiro Furokawa, head of
the Kyoto School.

Many of the s'igns used by the Japanese deaf have

been derived from the Chinese characters.
All teachers who wish to teach the deaf are required to take
the fonnal teacher training course now offered at the National School.
This program is offered in cooperation with the Tokyo Education
University.
Secondar y education for the Jap anes e de af young people is
becoming very popular.

Japan was one of the first countries in the

world (along with the U.S., Canada, Sweden, and England) to establish
a high school for the deaf.

Since 1968 many of its graduates have

been admitted to various universities.

Before this time only a few

were allowed to enter, and prior to 1954 only one deaf student had
been admitted to a regular university.

2
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John D. Wright, "Schools for the Deaf in the Orient,"
The Volta Review, Volume XXVIII, (January, 1926), p. 50.
2Yerker Andersson, "Foreign Exchange," The Silent Worker,
Volume XX, (November, 1967), p. 14.
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Vocational training is included in the curriculum of many of
the schools for the deaf, and the deaf also enter trades as apprentices.
Many of the deaf become barbers, beauticians, and photographers.
Printing, dress and kimona making, tailoring and handicraft making are
also popular vocations.

Helping with the training task and with the

rehabilitation of the deaf is the Central Connnittee on the Welfare of
the Physic a lly Handicapped, established under the Office of Rehabilitation in 1959.

Since its inception deaf members have been included on

this connnittee.
"Deaf power" is seen in Japan as members of the deaf connnunity
have exhibited their capabilities in promoting the welfare of the deaf.
The Japan Association of the Deaf, which in many ways is patterned after
the American National Association of the Deaf, currently is promoting
interpreted television programs for the deaf.

This organization also

has been instrumental in having laws passed for the benefit of the deaf.
One law, however, which they have not yet succeeded in having passed is
one which would allow the deaf to drive.

Legislators feel this law

cannot be passed because of another law which frees the deaf (or any
handicapped person) of liability in the case of any accident.

3

Among early pioneer history-makers were two of those who helped
to establish the J.A.D.:

Toshiba Fujimoto and Hiroshi Muira.

These

two . deaf leaders were also deaf teachers in the public school system.
Deaf businessmen included Kaemon Ushurai who established his own concern
making name plates, and Hiromich Nireki who established a famous injection needle factory.
3

Tamekichi Mitsui was well-known as a ceramic

Yerker Andersson, "Foreign News," The Deaf American,
Volume XX, (May, 1968), p. 36.
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artist, and Shoz Ohara won first place for many years at the Japan
Art Exhibition.
Yoshimoto Yokoo (born in 1893), after serving as director of
the farmers' association for a number of years,was elected as mayor
of his village in 1933.

He established many religious and civic

organizations, and gained considerable fame as the only deaf mayor
in the nation.

"Under his 12-year administration the public welfare

so improved that his village soon attained the highest standard of
living in all of Niiga ta Prefecture. ,.4
Although the deaf in all Oriental countries continue to embrace
the Eastern religions, many are turning to Christianity.

The Eastern

religions (Shintoism, Buddhism, etc.) do not provide special services
for the deaf but do allow them to participate in the regular temple
ceremonies and rituals.

A Lutheran missionary first influenced the

Japanese to begin deaf education, and today the Lutheran Church,
Missouri Synod, is very active in Japan.

Reverend W. F. Reinking was

one of the fi rst missionaries in the Lutheran church to be appointed
to serve the deaf in the Far East.

Ada and Aimee Coryell, independent

missionaries, also served a number of years in Japan.
The power of the Japanese deaf also was seen when a group
decided they wanted services provided for the deaf in the Assemblies
of God church in Hiroshima.
of the church.

In 1962 a deaf man slipped in the back

As Pastor Horikawa greeted him he only smfled.

Young

people then gathered around him, answered his notes, and invited him
to return.
4

He did return and brought other deaf with him.

The deaf

Unosuke Kawamoto, "The Status of the Deaf in Japanese Society,"
The Silent Worker, Volume VI, (August, 1954), p. 8.
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finally persuaded Pastor Horikawa to learn the language of signs.
He learned quickly and soon the deaf persuaded him to begin separate
services for the deaf on Sunday afternoons.
A letter from a deaf man in this group to a friend stated,
"They will take in the deaf .

They teach that there is no difference

between deaf souls and hearing souls! 115

This was a new concept to

this deaf man, but it illustrates how the philosophy of the Japanese
is changing toward the deaf.

The deaf are being accepted the same

as the hearing!

5

oee Sakwitz, "He Learned Their Language," The Pentecostal
Evangel, July 11, 1965, p. 17.

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Japan gained a controlling position in the Orient by her military defeat of China in 1895, and of Russia ten years later, and she
carried her philosophy concerning education, religion, and society to
each country she attempted to rule.

Korea strongly felt this impact by

1910, as by this time she had been completely annexed by Japan.
Japan's interest in the deaf also was carried to Korea.

In

1913 the National School for the Deaf and Blind was established in
Seoul as a custodial institution under the Welfare Department.

Until

Korea's liberation from Japan the school was staffed almost entirely
by the Japanese.

These teachers left at the time of Korea's liberation

in 1945.
In 1947 the United States War Department established a post
which promoted work among the deaf in other countries.

Dr. Whildin,

a supervisor of special education in the Baltimore, Marylan?, public
school system, was given a one-year assignment as an advisor to the
American Military Government of Korea in the field of education of
the deaf.

She was "to work in collaboration with the national Korean

school for the deaf and blind, and with a staff of 45 Koreans to
administer technical assistance for the educational, vocational, and
social life of the partially and totally deaf."
6

6

Anonymous, "Korea's National School," The Silent Worker,
Volume II, (November, 1949), p. 13.
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Mr. Young Man Chu, a teacher of the blind, was assigned to
work with Dr. Whildin.

Much was accomplished during the year of con-

centrated efforts.
1. The school budget was doubled.
2. The staff was increased 2~ times.
3. Teachers' salaries were raised to equal salaries of teachers
of hearing children.
4. Classes were reorganized to decrease their sizes.
5. Lipreading and speech were introduced • .
6. Separation of the deaf and blind school was instigated. 7
In 1947 another school began in Taegu.

This school was the

result of the interest of a Methodist Korean hearing minister.

He

gathered a small group of interested individuals and called Dr. Whildin
and Mr. Chu for advice.

This group in turn succeeded in getting the

support of the mayor, the superintendent of education, the governor of
the province, and Taegu citizens.

This school is operated adjacent to

a college which provides teachers for the school.

Teacher candidates

who wish to teach the deaf take some training at the school for the
deaf during their time of study at the college.

No regular teacher

training course for teachers of the deaf in Korea has been established.
Another national school was later established in Pusan.

Today . ,

this school in Pusan with approximately 350 students and the school in
Seoul with approximately 600 students are the two largest schools for
the deaf.
After Dr. Whildin's return to the United States the Korean
government continued to be eager to provide an adequate education for
the deaf, even though greater pressing needs seemed to be national
security, protection from Communism, and economic security.

The
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outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 stopped all progress, although education for the deaf continued to some extent during the war years.
After the war several orphanages sprang up to house the deaf orphans,
and with these orphanages small schools also came into existence.
Today there are still many deaf children, especially in the rural
areas, who cannot attend schools.

There are no compulsory education

laws concerning the deaf.
Almost no equipment is found in the Korean schools for the
deaf.

Excellent equipment for testing hearing now is found at the

Severance Hospital in Seoul as a result of the work of a Peace Corps
volunteer.

An isolated few eye, ear, and nose doctors also have

limited equipment.

However, only a few rich persons take advantage

of this testing for their children.

And hearing aids very rarely

are used.
The language of signs is used in most schools for the deaf.
These signs are similar to those used in Japan; however, the Koreans
have invented their own manual alphabet.

One privately-operated

primary school in Seoul does attempt to use only the oral method of
teaching.

Auditory training is very difficult with approximately 300

students (beginning at age 8) grouped in large classes.

One used

group trainer donated by an American school for the deaf is utilized
to some extent.

After finishing primary school most of these students

enter the Seoul National School for the Deaf.
Even though vocational training such as tailoring, printing,
shoe making, and furniture making is offered in the Seoul and Pusan
schools, the majority of deaf persons find it difficult to secure
employment.

Some deaf persons have established their own places of

12

business,

Lack of employment is due partly to the lack of acceptance

of deaf persons into society.

For example, last year one deaf man

obtained a very good position in a tailoring shop.

Shortly afte~ the

other hearing employees petitioned the owner to dismiss him as " ••• a
deaf person working with them lowe red their position."
Some deaf persons have been fortunate enough to find employment
at the United States military installations.

Steve Chough, now in the

United States, was one young deaf man who had very close association
with the United States Army.

After the outbreak of the Korean War,

Steve felt it his duty to fight for his country.

He finally convinced

government officials to allow him and other deaf young men to work in
the Korean Army as kitchen police, janitors, and cooks.

Later govern-

ment officials chose him and three others to become agents of the
Central Intelligence Corps (similar to the F.B.I.).

After Seoul was

taken, Steve volunteered to help an engineer combat battalion of the
United States Army.

He quickly rose in position from janitor, to

typist, to tr ans lator, and then to an assistant administrator in labor
and personnel offices.

Later he was transferred to the C.I.C. division

of the United Army to work as translator.

By this time he knew both

the Japanese and English languages as well as Korean.
Mr. Chough was one who served as an officer in the Korean
Association of the Deaf.

From its beginning in 1947 outstanding deaf

leaders have headed this association.

The national office is operated

in Seoul with local branches in several areas.

One of the main attempts

of the association is to help provide employment for the deaf.

13
Recently, with the help of the United States Anny, a vocational
training center has been established in Taegu.

8

In 1959 an employee working with the U.S.A.I.D. in Korea,
Miss Betty Haney, investigated the needs of the Korea deaf.

During

the following six years she served as advisor in various areas
concerning the deaf.

She served on the government committee of the

physically handicapped, and helped the schools for the deaf in
curriculum planning.
Miss Haney was also the founder of the religious education work
of the Assemblies of God.

Reverend Sung Man Chey, a hearing Korean

pastor, served as national director of this work until the time of
his death in 1970.

Since 1967 Miss Maxine Strobridge has been serving

as full-time missionary to the deaf in Korea for the Assemblies of God.
Today the work consists of eight organized deaf church groups with
seven full-time hearing and deaf ministers serving these groups, and
a deaf center which includes an orphanage for abandoned and orphaned
deaf children.

Deaf young people who desire postsecondary religious

education may be enrolled in the Assemblies of God Bible College in
Seoul where interpreters and note-takers are provided.
The Korean deaf have made much progress in recent years, and
this progress will continue.

8

Ronald Sutcliffe, "Deaf Korean Studies at Gallaude t,"
The Silent Worker, Volume X, (August, 1958), p. 3.

HONG KONG

The influence of traditional Chinese culture is seen throughout
the Orient.

Millions of Chinese in various countries still practice

the ancient Chinese methods of curing illnesses.

Acupuncture, used as

a means of curing deafness, invoked much interest after Mrs. Pat Nixon's
visit to Peking in 1971.

Dr. Choa, representative from Hong Kong at

the International Research Seminar in 1968, feels that the practice of
herbal medicine is a cause for much of the deafness in Hong Kong.

9

The characters of the Chinese language can be seen throughout
the Orient, even though the word may be pronounced differently in the
various countries.
deaf persons.

So is this true in the signs used by most Oriental

Many signs are picturesque of the Chinese character for

the word.
Many deaf as well as hearing moved to Hong Kong at the time of
the Corrnnunist take-over of mainland China.
of two schools for the deaf.

The Peking area was the site

Taiwan, now the Republic of China, has a

large government school in Teipei which was established during the
Japanese control of that country (then known as Formosa).

10

The first schools in Peking, as well as Hong Kong, were established by missionaries.

The Hong Kong School for the Deaf was founded

in 1935, and today has one branch school, the Victoria School for the
9

George Choa, "Rehabilitation of the Deaf in Hong Kong,"
International Research Seminar~ the Rehabilitation of Deaf Persons,
1968, p. 410.
10
More information concerning this school can be obtained from
a recent article, "What Is It Like To Be Deaf in Taiwan?" by Fanny Yeh
in the March, 1972, issue of The Deaf .American.
14
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Deaf.

A number of private schools also have come into existence.

The

government gives some financial assistance to these schools, usually
consisting of the teachers' salaries and a small amount per child
each month •
. Parents are requested to register their deaf child with the
Social Welfare Department.

A social worker then makes a home visit,

and the child is sent to have his deafness assessed by an otologist.
Hearing aids are usually provided by the parents when they are considered he lpful to the deaf child.
The Social Welfare Department operates a number of clubs for
the deaf children who cannot be enrolled in a regular education program.
These clubs help the children fit in society, teach them the language
of signs, and train them in handicrafts.

Some children are later sent

to regular schools for the deaf while others stay until they leave the
club, enter into an apprenticeship, or find employment.
Employment is not a problem for the deaf population in Hong
Kong.

Many deaf artists paint picturesque scenes of Hong Kong or make

copies of Chinese traditional paintings and sell them to the millions ~
of tourists passing through Hong Kong each year.

The problem which

most deaf people have in Hong Kong is that of underemployment.

Attempts

are being made to overcome this problem by providing rehabilitation and
vocational training to give the deaf special skills.
As in Japan, the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, is very active

among the deaf in Hong Kong (and Taiwan).

In the fall of 1961 a deaf

missions committee was established with offices in Taiwan.
Hong Kong began in 1961.

The work in

Today Reverend Louis Jasper, full time

missionary to the deaf, serves as director of education for the deaf in
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Hong Kong and Macau.

He also has had contact with the deaf in Taiwan.

Three schools (established in 1965, 1968, and 1971) are helping with
the task of educating the deaf.
The deaf in Hong Kong continue to feel the influence of the
British.

In 1971 Hong Kong hosted an Asian Seminar on Deafness spon-

sored by the Commonwealth Society for the Deaf.

Delegates attended

from Australia, Ceylon, Figi, Hong Kong, India, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Pakistan, and Singapore.

Methods of teaching the deaf in England can

be seen in .all these countries.

VIETNAM

One Oriental country under completely different influence from
the others thus far discussed is Vietnam.

The school for the deaf at

Lai-Thieu, now the only school for the deaf in South Vietnam, was
founded in 1866 by a Catholic priest (from Les Petres Missionaires)
from France.

The school later was turned over to Vietnamese Catholic

nuns from Sait Paul de Chartres Order.

The deaf boys share the same

physical facilities as do hearing boys attending a special Catholic
school for hearing boys.
miles from the boys.

The girls' facilities are approximately 2~

Other schools are needed to help with the task

of educating the many children who have been deafened or orphaned by
the war.

11

Parents may enroll their deaf child in this school (which is
residential) whether or not they are able to pay.
enrolled is approximately 550.

The number presently

The Vietnamese government helps to some

extent by providing a small amount of money per child per month and
some rice.

From time to time American servicemen have helped at the

school .
For many years only finger spelling was used in the classroom,
although the children (and deaf adults in Vietnam) made up many signs
to use among themselves.

In 1936, Sister Monica (who is now the head

of the school) introduced French signs upon her return from a time of
11

Jerry L. Northern, Ph.D., "Education of the Deaf in South
Vietnam," The Deaf American, Volume XXIII, (April, 1971) p. 7.
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study in France, although many homemade signs are still used.

Today

total communication is used in the school, with classes taught utilizing speech, signs, and finger spelling.

The children are taught to

speak, but the school is greatly in need of auditory training equipment.
All instruction is done in the Vietna~ese language, although English is
taught as a secondary language, and most of the children in the higher
grades are able to read and write English.
Leading sisters at the school in earlier years went to France
for specialized teacher training.

The present teachers are trained at

the school by methods brought from France.

These dil,igent workers at

the Lai-Thieu school are to be commended for their efforts to provide
the best in education for the deaf even though their country has been
torn by war.
techniques.

They are constantly trying to upgrade their teaching
At the present time they are involved in an experimental

program to educate four, five, and six year old boys.
The only vocational training is in sewing and knitting for the
girls.

However, the sisters attempt to place the boys as apprentices

in some kind of mechanical work after they leave school.
Very little is done in organized efforts for or by the adult
deaf.

There are no social clubs; neither is there a Vietnam National

Association of the Deaf.

The initiative for planning for the advance-

ment of the deaf in Vietnam seems to be on the part of the Catholic
sisters at the school and not on the part of the deaf themselves.

THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

A country in the Far East little influenced by Chinese culture
in the education of the deaf is the Philippines.

The only influence

felt from Japan was that of persecution during the Second World War.
Deaf Filipinos found by the Japanese invaders were usually punished
as spies.
Dr. Delight Rice, formerly a hearing teacher in the Ohio School
for the Deaf, became "mother" and founder of the school for the deaf
now located in Pasay City, a suburb of Manila.

The tribute paid to her

when she visited the Philippines tells of her work and expresses the
acceptance of the deaf in the Philippines today.
In 1907 the idea of establishing a school for the deaf
and blind was first conceived by an American lady by the name
of Dr. Delight Rice. She must have been a person of passionate
dedication to the things she believed in, for with the help of
the government, she was able to translate her idea into something tangible.
Today, that something tangible is a great boon to the
afflicted. It has become a definite part of our educational
world, and from its doors have gone out hundreds, who without
the aid of the school, would have been hopelessly burdened by
their tremendous ill fortune.12
Miss Rice had a difficult time finding deaf pupils.

The govern-

ment had no names of the deaf and newspaper advertising did not help.
After visiting nearby provinces she found a few deaf, but parents
seemed unwilling to allow their children to be sent for educati.on.
Finally Paula Felizardo became her first student.
12

The first school

Toivo Lindholm, "The Deaf of the Philippines,"
Worker, Volume XI, (February, 1959), p. 3.
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consisted of a building assigned to her by the Philippine government
in which there was a table and two chairs.

From this small beginning

a large national school emerged.
By 1926 the Philippine government had assumed the financial
and educational responsibility of the school for the deaf and had built
new facilities on a large piece of property at Pasay.

Dr. Rice stayed

sixteen years in the Philippines.
Today a second residential school is being established by
Ada Coryell, an American missionary (formerly working in Japan), for
the purpose of reaching deaf children not living near Manila.

The

government donated land (far in the wilderness) for this school in the
province of L~guna.

This school advocates the use of total cormnuni-

cation.
In the early 1920's Miss Elizabeth Lyle, a teacher from
America, introduced the pure oral system to the Pasay school, which
until then had used mainly the sign language as a method of instruction.
Now the school is pres umably oral; however, most deaf s t udents (as well
as Filipino deaf adults) are proficient in the use of the language
of signs.
The teacher training program, established in 1966 as a joint
venture of the Bureau of Public Schools and the University of the
Philippines, has done much to upgrade the quality of teaching in the
Philippine School for the Deaf.

The initial project was financed

partly by a grant from the Ford Foundation.

Mrs. Sends (a one-year

teacher volunteer) and Pauline Corliss (a Peace Corps volunteer)
assisted in the project.

21
In 1971 the program was transferred from the University of the
Philippines to the Philippine Normal School.

A laboratory school for

deaf children is operated in connection with the teacher training
program.

Each year ten trainees who have already a degree in special

education are chosen for the special course .

The college provides the

tuition for the trainees and a monthly stipend is provided by the
public school system.
Vocational training has been the responsibility of the
Philippine Associa t ion of the Deaf rather than of the schools for
the deaf.

The P. A. D. also attempts to place advanced students in

places of training to become carpenters, clerks, and farmers.
In addition to seeking jobs for the deaf, the P. A. D. has
created jobs.

Mr. West (first president of the P. A. D.) and Mrs.

Carlos, executive secretary of the P. A. D., asked permission from the
National Parks Development Committee for permission for the deaf to
operate a concession stand.
operate a coffee shop.

Today in beautiful Rizall Park the deaf

It i s controlled by eight officers, five staff

members, and a five-member board of directors.
members must be deaf.

Two of the board

Approximately 100 deaf workers are employed in

various positions at the coffee shop.
The first TTY system in the Philippines was introduced to
provide a means of communication between the coffee shop and the P. A. D.
central office.

This system was obtained and installed by Carl

Ar g1·1 a. 13
13

carl A. Argila, "Land of the Morning, Child of the Sun
Returning," The Deaf American, Volume XXIII, (December, 1970), p. 7.
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In addition to the task of finding employment for the deaf,
the National Association for the Deaf has been a powerful force in
many other ways.

It is interesting to note that the president of the

P. A. D. is always a deaf person, although hearing persons may be
accepted into its membership.

The P. A. D. has many worthwhile

objectives.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

To support the combined system of instruction.
To support local associations in worthwhile efforts.
To conduct adult classes in English.
To develop human relationships.
To point out abilities of deaf workers to prospective
employers.
To fight deaf peddlers.
To inform the hearing about the deaf.
To acknowledge the virtues of speech in education, but
to point out its very real limitations.
To battle discrimination against deaf persons.
To emphasize deaf and hard of hearing as two distinct
groups.14

Extensive work in the field of religious education began in 1962
when Wayne Shaneyfelt went as an appointed missionary to the deaf under
the Assemblies of God.

He was sent in response to an appeal in a deaf

Filipino's letter to the national headquarters of the Assemblies of God
urging that someone be sent to minister to the deaf in the Philippines.
Missionary Shaneyfelt serves as advisor to the deaf in the
Philippines, but today the work is almost entirely in the hands of both
deaf and hearing nationals.

A course in the language of signs is

taught in four Assemblies of God colleges throughout the Philippines.
The hearing students enrolled in these sign language classes along with
more experienced ministers to the deaf help inform the hearing about the
14

Toi vo Lindholm, "The Deaf of the Philippines," The Silent
Worker, Volume XI, (February, 1959), p. 4.

23
deaf by speaking to various hearing church congregations.

Another

important phase of the work is the religious education classes conducted at the school for the deaf.
Bethel Bible Institute - School for the Deaf (Assemblies of
God) is the only educational institution offering postsecondary
education for the deaf in the Philippines.

Student interpreters,

note-takers, tutorial services, and special classes are offered for
the deaf who enroll for this type of religious training.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Progress in programs for the deaf in the Far East must continue
to go forward.

The following recommendations are given to assist those

who wish to help with this progress.
1.

Resource people, who are experienced leaders of the deaf in

the United States, should be sent to countries requesting help with
their education, rehabilitation, social, and religious programs for the
deaf.

It is recommended that these individuals serve as advisors and

trainers of the nationals, rather than doing the actual work themselves.
Those wishing to serve as resource people can be:
a. Missionaries sent and sponsored by mission boards in the
United States.
b. Peace Corps volunteers (both deaf and hearing).
c. Professional people (such as teachers) working for a
sunnner or other short term in special overseas projects for the
deaf.
d. Professional personnel hired by Orientals to tutor their
deaf children. (Such positions are rare.)
e, United States government overseas employees (such as
teachers or secretaries) who are able to devote their spare time
in projects for the deaf.
f. Military personnel serving in the Far East countries.
g. Employees with United States companies working overseas.

2.

A manual of signs should be produced in each Oriental

country to help formalize and standardize the signs for that country.
3.

Equipment should be provided to help with auditory training.

If the institution needing the equipment is not able to provide it,
help can be obtained from the following recommended sources.
a. Various companies in the United States producing the
equipment.
b. Professional organizations in the United States set up to
make such donations.
c. United States military units wishing to help with projects
for the deaf.
24
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4.

Total communication should be recommended as the means of

teaching the deaf.

Techniques and methods of teaching the various

components of total communication could be learned by the nationals in
workshops provided for them.
5.

A teacher training program should be established in co-

operation with a national university.

An educator of the deaf from the

United States should be included on the staff for at least one year.
If needed, a grant could be applied for from a foundation in the United
States.

Also, some countries are eligible for funds from the State

Department.
6.

Vocational training and rehabilitation should be provided

for the deaf.

Schools should be encouraged to provide some training

with the social welfare department providing additional training and
rehabilitation.
7.

Contacts with United States businessmen in other countries

would be beneficial in obtaining employment for the deaf.

Statistics

concerning deaf employees in the United States firms should be used to
point out to these businessmen the potential of deaf employees.

Suc-

cessful deaf employees can be used as examples in helping to change the
attitude of the hearing toward the deaf and thus open positions in
local companies.
8.

Social activities should be encouraged for the deaf.

This

should include the promotion of interpreted TV programs.
9.

Religious education should be provided for the deaf in

cooperation with the national churches.

Provisions for the training

of both hearing and deaf religious leaders for the deaf should be made
in the church-related Bible colleges.
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10.

Colleges and universities should be encouraged to provide

postsecondary education for the deaf through the use of interpreters,
notetakers, and special programs for the deaf.

SUMMARY

Following the recorrunendations presented in the previous
section will help to elevate the status of the deaf in the Oriental
society, as the hearing will become acquainted with deafness and
the deaf.

The deaf individual will be accepted more as a "person"

rather than a "non-person," a term used in the Orient to apply to
someone who, because of a cultural or physical difference, cannot
function normally in society.

As the status of the deaf individual

rises, "deaf power" will be increased and the present ruling power
of the hearing over the deaf will be diminished.

When there is

"deaf power," there is progress of the deaf.
A more complete study could and should be made of the progress
of the deaf in all Oriental countries.
research within each country.

This would include an in-depth

Such a study would prove very interesting

and challenging as the deaf in the Far East continue to go forward!
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